
 

 

AUTUMN TERM 1 

YEAR 5 
Computing 

This term we will be learning 
about the importance of E- 
Safety.  
 
This will include helping 
children understand how to 
stay safe online, what details 
can be shared and how to 
manage screen time 
effectively. 

 

English 
We are starting the year with a whole school 
picture book called ‘Leaf’ which will support 
children to develop their inference skills and 
their ability to empathise with others. They will 
reflect on their own feelings about their time 
away from school and be supported to settle 
back in to the school environment and daily 
routines. 
After two weeks, we will be reading a fiction 
book called ‘Floodland’ by Marcus Sedgwick. The 
story is set in a possible future world which 
explores what might happen if sea levels begin to 
rise. We will explore how the characters behave 
in this environment, using diary writing, 
narratives and drama. We will also look at how 
the writer uses language to capture the reader’s 
interest and create mood.  
Children will have regular opportunities to 
complete an extended piece of writing which 
will help us identify their targets in writing. 

Science 
Our Science Unit for this half term is Living 
Things. 
We will learn to: 

 describe the reproductive process of some 
animals and plants.  

 describe how humans change and develop to 
old age. 

 describe the differences between the life 
cycle of a mammal, an amphibian, an insect 
and a bird.  

 use keys to group, classify and identify living 
things using my observations, including 
micro-organisms, plants and animals.   

 

Reminders 
Your child is expected to read daily for at least 20 minutes. If you do 
not always have enough time to read with your child, please ask 
them to tell you about what they are currently reading. 
Due to hygiene concerns, water fountains will be out of use, so 
please ensure your child brings a labelled bottle of water with them 
so they can drink water throughout the day. 
Home learning tasks will be given each half term.  

Mathematics  
In Autumn 1, we will cover the following areas: 

 Place value and partitioning numbers 
 Mental and written calculations: addition and 

subtraction. 
 Statistics 
 Problem solving and reasoning 
 Using and applying mathematical knowledge to 

problem solve and develop their reasoning skills.  
 
Due to the pandemic, we will ensure children 
have the opportunity to revisit and consolidate 
their learning from Year 4. 
 
Please encourage your child to practise their 
times tables and to use Sumdog. 

RE & PSHE 
The school follows the Jigsaw programme for 
PSHE, which allows children to address issues 
such as relationships and going for goals. This 
term we will focus on Being Me In My World. 
We will also spend lots of time supporting 
children to reflect on their time off and 
discussing any concerns and worries they 
have. 
 
This term in RE, we will be looking at Islam. 
The children will develop their understanding 
of holy books, traditions and how Muslims use 
these in their daily life. 

PE 
Children will have sessions with the Elms coaches 
once a week.  
As a safety measure, children will not be able to 
get changed for P.E in school. Please ensure you 
send your child dressed in their P.E bottoms and 
trainers/plimsolls on this day.  
Children will also be attending weekly swimming 
lessons. Orinoco will be attending on a Monday, 
Catatumbo on a Wednesday and Amazon on a 
Friday. Please ensure your children attends with 
their swimming costume under their school 
uniform and bring a towel and a swimming hat. 
 

Geography and History 
Our Geography topic for this half term will 
focus on the North American state California. 
The children will develop their locational 
understanding, the land use and agriculture 
within California and learn more about why 
California is running out of water and what 
needs to be done to overcome this crisis.  
Our History topic for this term is Islamic 
Civilisations. We will be focusing on the 
‘Golden Age’ of Islam; learning about 
architecture, making comparisons between 
the Golden Ages and the Dark Ages and using 
locational knowledge on Cordoba. 

  


